
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

StandUP! For Change 
 
  
Your Project Title: I Rise - Beautification Project 

Your Project Summary: I Rise, a youth leadership development program, unites at-risk youth from 

throughout the City to,collaboratively, work on service learning projects that benefit the communities in 

which they live, work, andplay. Youth participants will design and install a community mural along the 

Garden Valley Neighborhood House which is a main service provider for the neighborhood which has the 

highest poverty indicators within the City of Cleveland. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the applicant fully meets the funding criteria. The applicant demonstrates understanding 

the community needs and has responded accordingly. The proposal gives factual information that provides 

evidence that the project will have significant public benefit. The applicant has created a comprehensive 

project and I have no doubt that participants will be positively impacted. The support materials are 

significant and provide an insight into creating such a large scale project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates evidence of strong artistic and 

cultural vibrancy; lead artistic staff have the expertise to execute the project. Organizational Capacity - The 

application demonstrates evidence of strong organization capacity. This organization is well-versed in how 

to do this work as demonstrated by the application support materials. Public Benefit - The application 

demonstrates evidence of strong public benefit. Notable is the inclusion of the community in the design of 

the mural. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I love how the youth participants (i.e. community served) are the absolute center of this project. 

The youth will take leadership roles to not only complete the mural, but plan for the mural, host community 

forums, and make the ultimate decision about the mural. I also love how a teamwork workshop is part of 

the project – this is one of many details that show me how the organization has thoroughly planned this 

project, thought of what elements need to be in place, and are therefore prepped for success. The 

organization has two well-known arts/cultural practitioners to lead the project. They also have structured 

the program such that sutdents will receive mentorship and inspiration from these artists, have a strong 

leadership role, and will therefore be inspired and challenged to lead in this artistic setting. All of these 

indicate arts/cultural vibrancy. Finally – the public benefit of the project is demonstrated by the fact that the 

organization shows their knowledge of both the community demographics and the specific plight of the 

students that will be engaged. They demonstrate a desire to understand and respond to the community 

served, this is baked into their project process through the planning/community forums/etc. that center the 

students’ voices. Exciting project! 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Stand Up! meets the funding criteria through their proposal 

I Rise-Beautification project. They show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the 

homeless and chronically impoverished youth community. They works with creating productive citizens to 

respond to the Garden Valley community. They don't show meaningful relationships with residents and 

community partners. They are accessible, inclusive, and inviting to their community by making the event 

free. They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They seem 

to have at least two engaged staff. They have a definite set of project goals with workshops, mural design 

and execution. Work ethic, skill development and completion of the mural will serve as measures of 

progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. The match requirement will be covered 

by in-kind donations. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The applicant demonstrated its 

ability to meaningfully engage its community through this project. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The narrative 

conveyed that the organization could create a quality project that inspires and challenges its community. 

Describing the length of time the artists and lead artist work with the youth would have helped to quantify 

the exposure and further demonstrate artistic and cultural vibrancy. Organizational Capacity: The 

information in the proposal indicate that the organization has the ability to successfully plan for and manage 

the project. Match dollars exceed the requested amount - will those funds be used within the proposed 

program? Will the lead and assistant artists be paid? Other than distance, it was not clear why students 

from the East side and the West side were being encouraged to work together; is the violence of the area 

correlated? Are the artists or adults working in the program capable of dealing with neighborhood or trauma 

based issues that could come up during the project? 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

